
Last November 1 the United States and Poland signed an
agreement on cooperation in science and technology, the
first of its kind the United States has signed with an Eastern
Europe Socialist-bloc country. Signing the pact for the
United States, Secretary of State William P. Rogers said
that it provides "evidence of the desire of the United States
to improve relations with Poland and to seek further means
of cooperation for the benefit of the peoples of the two
countries."

In what is believed to have been the first exchange under
the landmark agreement, the Bureau of Community Environ-
mental Management (BCEM), Health Services and Mental
Health Administration, sponsored the United States partici-
pation in a U.S.-Polish "Symposium on the Influence of the
Micro-Environment of Dwellings on the Health of the Resi-
dents," held December 4-8, 1972, in Warsaw, Poland.

"Microenvironment" is a term used by architects and
residentia planners to mean the interior of a dwelling unit.
It may also include the larger containing structure, such as
a high-rise apartment building, and is sometimes defined to
include the immediate neighborhood-within 5 minutes
walking distance. (One's "macro-environment" includes the
total area in which one moves about, from dwelling to work
place, school, church, stores, parks, recreational facilities,
and so forth.)
BCEM's mission includes technical advice to communities

on the management of both physical and social environ-
ments, with the objective of preventing physical and mental
illness and improving the health and well-being of residents.
Obviously, the microenvironment of dwellings is of central
importance to this mission.
American participants, in addition to several scientists and

program specialists from the BuFeau of Community Environ-
mental Management, and elsewhere in the Department of
Health, Education, and Welfare, included scientists in pri-
vate industry and educational institutions. The National
Bureau of Standards, the Department of Housing and Urban
Development, and the U.S. National Committee of the CIB
(International Council for Building Research, Studies and
Documentation) also sent their representatives to the sym-
posium.

Major review of state-of-the-art papers presented by both
U.S. and Polish participants included areas of noise, health,
and acoustics control; health effects of new building mate-
rials and systems of construction; dwelling design, construc-
tion, and equipment with respect to prevention of injuries;
and space design and occupancy standards in relation to
mental health. In addition, 15 specific research reports were
presented by Polish scientists and followed by responses
from the Americans.
The U.S.-Polish symposium was a first step toward sharing

of both research and practical applications in community
environmental management by the two countries, and it is
in line with recent moves in HSMHA to strengthen its in-
volvement in international health activities. The published
proceedings of the symposium will be eagerly awaited by the
many professionals and concerned generalists, in both Gov-
ernment and industry, who can gain much from this type of
exchange. As an advance "sampler," we hope to publish an
overview report on the symposium in an early issue of this
journal.

Cover-Crawford Manor in New
Haven, Conn., houses low-income
elderly persons. Living conditions and
other factors that affect the quality of
life for the elderly are discussed in
the paper beginning on page 919. The
paper is one of six in a special sec-
tion, "Enhancing the Quality of Life
Through Health Education." Photo by
U.S. Department of Housing and
Urban Development.
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MICROENVIRONMENT-Continued
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VISION-Continued
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